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with the Irrawaddy, while the Chin frontier and the Yaw country had not
been held at all, and the small garrison in the Shan States was provided by the
regular troops. The men of the additional companies did not for the most
part arrive in Burma till after the close of the year.

The military police force in Upper Burma at the end of the year 1888
included 3,937 Sikhs and 3,546 Punjabis of other classes, 7,766 Hindustanis,
of whom 5,830 were Hindus and 1,936 Mahomedans, and 1,429 Gurkhas and
other hillmen. As in the previous year, the force was distributed in battalions,
one for each district in Upper Burma, one for the Kabaw valley, on the borders
of Manipur, and one for the protection of the railway under construction
from Toungoo to Mandalay. The Government of India were moved to sanction
the addition of 16 officers in order that there might be a second-in-command
for every battalion and one extra second-in-command, or assistant comman-
dant, for Mandalay, Katha, Sagaing, the Upper Chindwin, and Minbu. For
the Chin levy two and for the Shan States levy three subaltern officers were
considered necessary, while the site of the Mogaung levy and its distribution
over an extensive tract of country rendered it necessary to attach three
junior officers to this battalion. The proposed addition of assistant comman-
dants to the district battalions was sanctioned ; but it was considered that one
English officer as second-in-command would suffice for each of the Shan
and Chin frontier levies to which selected Native officers from the army have
been attached as wing officers. *                *                *                 *

The number of posts held by the military police at the beginning of the
year was 175 and at the end of the year 192. The concentration of the troops
in a few principal stations, and their reduction in number, left the task of garri-
soning the greater part of the country almost entirely to the military police.

The conduct of the military police was good. In action they behaved
uniformly well, and instances of special gallantry were not uncommon. The
force lost forty-six men killed in action and seventy-six wounded. Their con-
duct towards the people of the country was generally satisfactory. It is an
indication of the good behaviour of the great mass of the men that there were
only eighty-four cases in which military policemen were prosecuted on criminal
charges. These charges include charges of negligently suffering prisoners to
escape. On the average strength this is slightly more than '5 per cent. Only
thirty-one of the cases were against Burmans or the property of Burmans.
Departmental ofiences numbered 232, or 1-5 per cent, of the average strength,
and 131 men.were dismissed.

There was a good deal of sickness among the military police, and the
death-rate of the year (5'32 per cent.) was high. It is impossible to prevent the
occurrence of sickness amongst a large body of men serving under strange condi-
tions in a climate to which they are not accustomed, and it is impossible to